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Panel composed of Judges Susan M. Chehardy,

John J. Molaison, Jr., and Timothy S. Marcel

WRIT DENIED

The defendant/relator, Donnell Willis, seeks review of the trial
court’s March 27, 2026 denial of his Motion to Continue Trial and
argues that his defense counsel needs additional time to review
evidence turned over by the State on that same date. Trial is in
progress.

The application in this case shows that the defendant is
charged with aggravated assault with a firearm, simple burglary, and
possessing less than 14 grams of marijuana. It is unclear whether or
not the evidence at issue, a fingerprint not belonging to the defendant

that was lifted from a tool box, is exculpatory material as determined

under Brady v. Maryland, 373 U.S. 83, 87, 83 S.Ct. 1194, 10 L.Ed.2d



215 (1963). It is also not clear whether the fingerprint was available to
the defendant as part of open file discovery.

Under La. C.Cr.P. art. 712, “[a] motion for continuance, if timely
filed, may be granted, in the discretion of the court, in any case if there
1s good ground therefor.” The decision of whether to grant or refuse a
motion for a continuance rests within the sound discretion of the trial
judge, and a reviewing court will not disturb such a determination
absent clear abuse of discretion. State v. Perilloux, 21-448 (La. App. 5
Cir. 12/20/23), 378 So.3d 280, 314, writ denied, 24-104 (La. 9/4/24), 391
So.3d 1055. Without additional factual context regarding the
circumstances of the fingerprint and its relevance to the charged
offenses, there 1s insufficient information to make that determination.
As presented, the application does not demonstrate an abuse of the trial
court’s discretion.

On the showing made, we find an insufficient basis upon which to
disturb the ruling of the district court. Accordingly, the application is
denied.

Gretna, Louisiana, this 31st day of March, 2026.
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